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must inevitably result religious and social institutions having
a corresponding resemblance. I do not wish to imply that
the researches of philologists and ethnologists are mis-
directed, or that their conclusions respecting the kinship of
mankind are to be rejected; I only urge the consideration
that perhaps too much stress is laid on community of blood,
and not enough on community of conditions.
BECAPITULATION.
139.  The various lines of argument may here be recapi-
tulated.   The organic world presents a spectacle of endless
diversity, accompanied by a pervading uniformity.       The
general resemblances in forms and functions are more or less
masked by particular differences.   The resemblances, it is said,
may be all due to kinship, all the living individuals having
descended from a primordial cell; and at each stage of the
descent the adaptations to new conditions may have issued
in deviations from the ancestral form, while the process  of
Natural Selection giving stability to those variations which
best fitted the organism in the struggle of existence, has
made greater and greater gaps, and produced more marked
diversities among the descendants.    This is the Darwinian
Theory:  "On my theory unity of Type is  explained  by
unity of Descent."
140.  By the general consent of biologists, this theory is
held to explain many if not all the observed facts.    It is a
very luminous suggestion ; but it requires an enlargement so
as to include Organic Affinity; and when once this funda-
mental principle is admitted, it brings with it very serious
doubts as to the theory of Descent.   We are then entitled to
assume that many of the most striking resemblances, instead
of being due to kinship, are due simply to the general prin-
ciple that similar causes must have similar effects, and that
organic substances having a very close resemblance, organised
substances   must have  similar stages  of evolution under
similar conditions;   and thus organs will necessarily take
on   very similar forms   in very different   organisms   (for